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ANNUAL BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

August 29, 2019
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Vice-Chairman, Kelly Craft, at 9:59 a.m.

The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Kelly Craft
	Keith Bienvenu
	Ashley J. Tullier
	Jimmy Lockwood

	Carl N. Bourgeois
	Trey Giglio, III
	Ashleigh W. Cambre
	Mark Morton

	Larry Reiling
	Leon Molinario
	DaKacia York
	Carla Waguespack

	Terry Smith
	Ellis Bourque, III
	Harleigh Corcoran
	DJ Berger

	Jonathan “Jake”  Causey
	Henry Heier
	Rachael Wales
	Aubrey Brand

	Rickey Fabra
	Fred Robillard
	Samantha Wunstel
	J.C. Matt

	Gerald LaCour
	Mike Joiner
	Pat Olivier
	Gene Martin

	
	
	Glen Gremillion
	Shonda Richard

	
	
	Mark Sheridan
	Lynne Finley

	
	
	Blaine Matte
	Julie Richard Spencer

	
	
	John Odum
	Mitch LeBas

	
	
	Jim York
	Travis Curtis

	
	
	Fred Fontenot
	John Andrishok

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	Ronny Bonnecaze

	
	
	Bill Easterling
	Al Smith

	
	
	
	Jay Huckabee

	
	
	
	Russell Robillard

	
	
	
	Joe Maranto

	
	
	
	Julie Fuselier

	
	
	
	Joe Monaghan

	
	
	
	Rick Lanier

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION: Terry Smith   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Kelly Craft
ROLL CALL: Ashleigh W. Cambre  
PRESENTATIONS

State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft, presented Mrs. Lynne Finley with a plaque in honor of Mr. James Carl “Jim” Finley, for his service and dedication to the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana as Chairman. Mrs. Finley also presented the State Plumbing Board with a picture of Mr. Finley along with a frame listing all of Mr. Finley’s Gubernatorial Appointments. 
Mr. Craft introduced Mr. Jonathan “Jake” Causey as the new Board Member for the State Plumbing Board, Ms. Rachael Wells and Ms. Samantha Wunstel were introduced as the new Staff Members and Mr. Stephen Campbell and Mr. William Easterling were introduced as the new Enforcement Officers. 
                      APPLICATION COMMITTEE

ENFORCEMENT

a.) Violation Appeal – Ronald Bonnecaze – 

On November 20, 2018, Enforcement Officer, Glen Gremillion, received a complaint from an Inspector in Lake Charles about an unlicensed plumber, Mr. hector Sandoval, working at 2669 Derek Dr. Lake Charles, Louisiana doing plumbing work. Bonnecaze Plumbing had a sign up on this job. Mr. Gremillion stated that he contacted Mr. Ronnie Bonnecaze, LMP #912, and explained that his Journeyman Plumber, Mr. Craig Mumphrey, LJP # 5733, was not on the job at this time and he was advised that Mr. Gremillion would be citing Mr. Bonnecaze for Contractor using unlicensed persons. Mr. Bonnecaze stated to Mr. Gremillion that he understood, and it would not happen again. On January 22, 2019, Ms. Cambre received a fax from Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, L.L.P., Mr. John Andrishok, of a letter advising that the undersigned has been retained to represent Bonnecaze Plumbing, LLC, in connection with the January 17, 2019 correspondence from the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana and inspection report dated November 20, 2018. Mr. Andrishok stated that Bonnecaze Plumbing, LLC intends to contest the citation and requests an informal conference with the Executive Director of the State Plumbing Board. An Informal Conference was held on February 14, 2019. Mrs. Tullier was unable to determine if in fact Mr. Sandoval was doing plumbing work. At which time, she requested further reporting from Enforcement Officer, Mr. Gremillion and Lake Charles City Plumbing Inspector, Mr. Butch Dowies. On February 21, 2019, Ms. Cambre received a letter through the mail from Lake Charles City Plumbing Inspector, Mr. Butch Dowies stating he was doing a plumbing inspection at the above location when he caught a gentleman by the name of Hector Sandoval doing plumbing work. Mr. Dowies stated Mr. Sandoval was soldering copper on water lines. Mr. Dowies asked to see Mr. Sandoval’s license and Mr. Sandoval could not show proof of a plumbing license. Therefore, Mr. Dowies put a stop work order on the job. Mr. Dowies stated Mr. Sandoval was the only person on the jobsite doing plumbing work. Mr. Gremillion stated in his Supplemental Report that Mr. Dowies called Mr. Gremillion and gave him the complaint. Mr. Gremillion stated that he was not in the area at the time, however; Mr. Dowies gave Mr. Gremillion all of the information to cite Bonnecaze Plumbing for using unlicensed personnel. On December 12, 2018 Mr. Gremillion stated he went back to the above location and found a couple of plumbers, Mr. Craig Mumphrey and Mr. Mack McCorkle working. Mr. Gremillion stated he introduced himself and everything was in order. Mr. Gremillion asked Mr. Mumphrey to please not leave helpers working alone and if he had to leave to let the helpers take a break until he returned. Mr. Bonnecaze is requesting an Appeal for his Violation of Contractor using Unlicensed Persons. 
MOTION:
To give Mr. Bonnecaze a warning and if he is cited with a second offense then the fine will be imposed. 

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA

MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.) Violation Appeal – Shonda Richard – 
On November 27, 2018, Enforcement Officer, Glen Gremillion, received complaints from local plumbers of an unlicensed plumber (Mr. Quentin Miller) doing plumbing work where a major remodel was underway at 5437 Broad St. Lake Charles, Louisiana. Mr. Gremillion arrived at the above location and identified himself as an Enforcement Officer for the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana and asked Mr. Miller if he was a licensed plumber. Mr. Miller stated he did not have a license. Mr. Gremillion contacted the homeowner/contractor (Ms. Shonda Richard) who pulled the permit and advised her that Mr. Miller was not a licensed plumber and could not do any more plumbing work. Mr. Gremillion told her that she needed to hire a licensed plumber to finish the job. Ms. Richard told Mr. Gremillion that when she bought the permits, the permits office told her that she did not have to hire craftsmen with a license. Mr. Gremillion contacted Mr. David Thibodeaux, Calcasieu Parish Inspector Supervisor, and he stated to Mr. Gremillion that no one told her that she could hire unlicensed persons to do the work. Mr. Miller stated to Mr. Gremillion that he had fifteen (15) years plumbing experience as a helper. Mr. Gremillion cited Mr. Miller for Operating a Plumbing Business without a License and Master Work without a License. Mr. Gremillion cited Ms. Richard for Contractor using Unlicensed Person. Ms. Richard is requesting an Appeal for her Violation. Ms. Richard brought a letter from the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury where they are admitting to advising Ms. Richard improperly and they have since corrected their mistake and their staff has been made fully aware. 
MOTION: 
To vet the information presented from Ms. Richard and if the information is true then we offer her leniency.

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
LARRY REILING

MOTION: 
CARRIED
c.) Violation Appeal – David Jackson Adams – 

On April 5, 2019, Enforcement Officer, James York, was doing a webpage search for possible plumbing violations. Mr. York came across a webpage for Barksdale Builders LLC that advertised plumbing. The sight was for a business owned by David J. Adams, 1702 San Saba, Bossier City, LA 71112. Mr. York checked the SPBLA Roster and it did not show a valid plumbing license for this company. Mr. York cited Mr. Adams for Soliciting Plumbing Work Without a License. Mr. Adams is requesting an Appeal for his Violation. 
MOTION: 
To allow Mr. Adams a second opportunity to appear at the next Board Meeting in November.

MOTION:
TERRY SMITH


SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA

MOTION: 
CARRIED

OTHER GUESTS
SPECIAL REQUESTS

COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.)  Continuing Professional Education Committee- Kelly Craft – 
Mr. Kelly Craft stated we had a meeting this morning and we are looking at the 2020 and 2021 topics as well as taking into consideration looking into a different provider other than I.C.E. Mr. Craft stated we have set up a meeting to see what the other provider is capable of and will they be able to compete with the I.C.E. program. 
b.) Nomination Committee – Election of Officers – Kelly Craft – 

Mr. Kelly Craft stated since he is the standing Chair, he has appointed the nomination committee to be Mr. Carl Bourgeois, Mr. Larry Reiling, and Mr. Gerald Lacour. Mr. Bourgeois stated that the committee met, and they would like to nominate Mr. Terry Smith as Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft as Vice-Chairman, and Mr. Rickey Fabra as Secretary/Treasurer. Mr. Craft congratulated Mr. Smith as he is now the Chairman of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana. Mr. Smith thanked Mr. Craft for everything that he has done for filling in for Mr. Finley. 
c.) Journeyman Plumbing Exam Testing Committee – Carl Bourgeois
Mr. Carl Bourgeois stated the committee has met and they would like to propose to do away with the assembly of the underground and essentially turn it into a written portion of the test. Mr. Bourgeois stated we will still have a hands-on portion for the galvanized project and the copper project but we are trying to do away with the need to assemble that. Mr. Bourgeois stated we have no record when someone takes the test. Mr. Bourgeois stated if someone comes before the Board and stated they feel they passed the test and the examiner stated they did not, then we do not have any record of it. Mr. Bourgeois stated it will put it in the hands of our staff to grade it and the staff will be given a floor plan to help grade. Mr. Bourgeois stated it will be like we have now. Mr. Bourgeois stated there will be available fittings and available pipe and they will have to fill in the fittings, make the measurements, it will be some what different, but they feel it will be a move in the right direction. Mr. Bourgeois stated this will make it a lot easier for us to change our test as well. Mr. Bourgeois thanked the committee that consist of Mr. Terry Smith, Mr. Michael Eilers, Mr. Jay Huckabee, Mr. Richard Paulk, and a special thank you to Mr. DJ Berger. Mr. Terry Smith stated we are trying to keep the integrity of the test. Mr. Smith stated as soon as they turn in the paperwork, the examiner puts it in the envelope and the office staff will grade it. Mr. Smith stated the staff will have an overlay and when someone questions what they missed, they will then be able to see what they missed. Mr. Kelly Craft stated when do they plan to make the transition to start the new exam. Mr. Bourgeois stated this should roll out in January, however; we still have to honor anyone who qualifies for the current exam, written and practical. Mr. Bourgeois stated if they qualify before December 31st then we will have to honor that through next year. Mr. Bourgeois stated if someone qualifies on the old code, then they will continue to take the test the way we do it now. Mr. Bourgeois stated January 1st we would hope to have the new exam in place. 

MOTION: 
To accept the recommendation to develop the exam. 


MOTION: 
KELLY CRAFT

SECOND:
LARRY REILING

MOTION: 
CARRIED

d.) Natural Gas Practical Test Committee – Carl Bourgeois
Mr. Carl Bourgeois stated the committee consist of himself, Mr. Gene Martin, and Mr. Doyle Parsons. Mr. Bourgeois stated Mr. Richard Paulk put together an assembly and brought it to the State Plumbing Board Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier. Mr. Bourgeois stated the assembly consist of six (6) fittings, a test gage, a gas cock, and a cap. Mr. Bourgeois stated they would like to use this assembly for the gas practical exam. Mr. Bourgeois stated they would remove the main piece of pipe out of the center, require that they cut and thread galvanized, that they assemble it properly with the proper sealant, and they demonstrate an ability to test it. Mr. Bourgeois stated we will not require them to test it and we will not require them to tighten the fittings. Mr. Bourgeois stated we want to see they have the knowledge of the assembly, and how to properly test it, as well as test for gas leaks if any exist. Mr. Bourgeois stated we want to see if their knowledge is there. Mr. Bourgeois stated it is a requirement by law for us to have a practical test to go along with our written test. 

MOTION: 
To accept based on the committee’s recommendation. 


MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND: 
KELLY CRAFT

MOTION: 
CARRIED

PREVIOUS MINUTES

MOTION:
To accept the April 25, 2019 minutes as presented. 


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT   



SECOND:
RICKEY FABRA
 


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT
a.) Financial Report – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Rickey Fabra.

MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT 



SECOND:
CARL N. BOURGEOIS

MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT

Mr. Keith Bienvenu stated the advisory board met this morning and had quorum. Mr. Bienvenu stated he is reporting on the status of the task force report on the school to work assignment. Mr. Bienvenu stated they had a series of conference calls with the Louisiana Workforce Commission. Mr. Bienvenu stated the students are employable and there is already a federal statute allowing pre-apprentices. Mr. Bienvenu stated PHCC Young Professionals have submitted an application, Industry Based Certification (IBC) to apply for recognition in Louisiana High School state wide and they are working with Kellie Taylor-White with the Louisiana Workforce Commission. Mr. Bienvenu stated if the Board proceeds with the school to work then there may be a need to create a pre-apprentice registration. Mr. Bienvenu stated hopefully this will be something that would be at no cost to the applicant since we are talking about high school students. Mr. Bienvenu stated the Advisory Board voted 3-2 with one abstention to recommend to the Board to proceed with this process. State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated this would be something that would have to be voted on legislatively. Mrs. Tullier stated the Louisiana Workforce Commission is putting together this program where these gentlemen are getting hours awarded to them while they are in high school going to a plumbing program class. Mrs. Tullier stated then it would be up to the provider to determine how that is going to work with their program since each program is different. Mrs. Tullier stated we are seeing that this is moving forward, and it will be up to the program to decide. Mrs. Tullier stated how can they design a program that is not equal to what the laws states. Mrs. Tullier stated the law doesn’t have anything for pre-apprentice. Mr. Bienvenu stated there is a Federal Legislation that the Department of Labor has a pre-apprentice definition within its law. Mrs. Tullier stated we can get with our counsel and look further into this process and Mrs. Tullier will meet with the Advisory Board and report back to the Board at the next Board meeting. Mr. Bienvenu stated the Advisory Board voted to recommend to the Board that they adopt and change their policy for the Master Plumbing and Master Natural Gas Fitter Business and Law portion. Mr. Bienvenu stated the Business and Law portion are virtually the same and almost identical. Mrs. Tullier stated we are redoing the NASCLA book and all the Business and Law portions will be changed. Mr. Bienvenu stated if an applicant passes the test in any of those sections, then they would not be required to take the test in the other section for the additional license. Mrs. Tullier stated the way it is changing is for the plumbing exam they are tested solely on the plumbing business section and on gas they will have gas questions. Mrs. Tullier stated not everyone that comes to test for gas is a plumber. Mrs. Tullier stated we should sit down with the Advisory Board and discuss this further and find out why they want to make those changes and what changes need to be made. Mr. Rickey Fabra stated he would like for Mrs. Tullier to meet with NITC and carefully look at everything and report back to the Board at the next Board meeting. 
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS' REPORT
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT

 Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier addressed the board and stated as you will notice the Audit is generally on our August Agenda, however; the state has changed some of their requirements in auditing as well as budgeting. Mrs. Tullier stated from this point forward we have started our Audit, however; they will not send our auditor out until after the 30th of August. Mrs. Tullier stated we should be going through our audit in the next couple of weeks and we will be able to report on our audit at our next Board meeting in November. Mrs. Tullier stated another thing that has changed that we have discussed is our budget. Mrs. Tullier stated the states requirements for when we submit our budget has changed and it is now due in March. Mrs. Tullier stated unfortunately that puts the Board at a regularly scheduled November meeting and that also puts us at a Special Budget meeting in December. Mrs. Tullier stated we are requesting ahead of time to schedule our November and December meeting so we can prepare. Mrs. Tullier stated she wanted to let all of our CPE Providers know that next week all of the CPE Provider and Instructor packets will go out and we will need those Provider and Instructor Packets by October 15th so we can present those to the Board for approval at the November meeting and the CPE Manual Order Forms by December 5th. Mrs. Tullier stated we have finalized our 2020 Exams and we are waiting on NITC to confirm those dates. Mrs. Tullier stated once those dates are finalized, we will send those dates to Board Members, Custodians, and Exam members to pick their dates. Mrs. Tullier stated the renewal forms are changing and what the staff has done is they have created one form. Mrs. Tullier stated what the form will allow you to do is renew multiple licenses on one form. Mrs. Tullier stated we presented that to the Board at the last Board meeting. Mrs. Tullier stated please do not be alarmed when you receive the form, we have put additional information on there and have made it a lot easier. Mrs. Tullier stated she has spoken to the Board regarding opening a testing facility in north Louisiana. Mrs. Tullier stated she has been looking from Alexandria to the Shreveport area. Mrs. Tullier stated she has found some from $1500-$1700 a month to rent. Mrs. Tullier stated once she speaks with NITC, she will report back to the Board and discuss a business plan and we will be able to move forward with that. Mrs. Tullier stated Board and Commissions has all three (3) names of the Tradesmen, and you can expect a Tradesman to be appointed to our Board very soon. 
OLD BUSINESS


A.) EXAM REPORTS


1.)  JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS





a.)  April 27, 2019 (Special) – Kerry Brouillette/ No Issues 





b.)  July 13, 2019 – Rescheduled due to Storm Barry




c.)  July 20, 2010 – Larry Reiling/No Issues




d.)  July 27, 2019 – Randall McGee/No Issues


            2.)  MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) May 4, 2019 – Randall McGee /No Issues
b.) June 11, 2019 (Special) – Rickey Fabra/No Issues
c.) June 26, 2019 (Special) – Kelly Craft/No Issues
d.) August 3, 2019 – Terry Smith/No Issues
3.) MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) May 11, 2019 – Gerald Lacour/No Issues
b.) August 10, 2019 – Rickey Fabra/No Issues
4.) NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATIONS

a.) June 1, 2019 – Kelly Craft/No Issues
b.) June 8, 2019 – Kelly Craft/No Issues
5.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATION

a.) May 18, 2019 – Carl N. Bourgeois/No Issues
B.) Journeyman Waiver for Applicants – Ashley J. Tullier     

Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated instead of having the waivers appear before the Board, the Board has allowed for those waivers to be vetted in house. Mrs. Tullier stated they are vetted specifically by her and since the last Board meeting, she has approved eight (8) waivers. Mrs. Tullier stated all of which had time. Mrs. Tullier stated Louis Karno eight thousand (8,000) hours, Alex Coleman, W-2’s, Alfonso Campos, W-2’s, Calvin Danos, W-2’s, Andrew Davis eight thousand, seven hundred, and fourteen (8,714) hours, Camden Beach, nine thousand, seven hundred, and twenty-one (9,721) hours, Brian Hickman eight thousand, four hundred, and ninety-five (8,495) hours, Mitchell Knight nine thousand, two hundred, forty-nine (9,249) hours. Mrs. Tullier stated those hours were not accepted by letter. Mrs. Tullier stated we do require that they show official payroll documentation to prove those hours. Mrs. Tullier stated a letter is no different than a signature on a voucher. 
C.)  New Journeyman Practical Exam Approval – Carl Bourgeois

MOTION:
Already approved.

NEW BUSINESS

a.) Roof Repair/Replacement Approval – Ashley J. Tullier
Mrs. Ashley J. Tullier stated we have a proposal from Geaux Roof. Mrs. Tullier stated roughly about three (3) years ago we had some roof issues. Mrs. Tullier stated we paid Geaux Roof to replace some of the screws and that held up for a while. Mrs. Tullier stated we then had a hurricane and the tree that was in the back of the building, that is no longer there, landed on the roof and was repaired. Mrs. Tullier stated here recently with the big storm that we had the back of our shop area was covered in water. Mrs. Tullier stated we will either need to replace the entire roof or to seal it. Mrs. Tullier stated we are asking to have the roof replaced and we will need to have it done around the exams as well. 

MOTION: 
To move forward and replace the entire roof.
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
LARRY REILING
MOTION: 
CARRIED

MOTION: 
To replace the gutters.

MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
GERALD LACOUR
MOTION: 
CARRIED
MOTION: 
To pre-approve and to move forward with recommendations for concrete work to replace the parking lot on both sides of the building and get two bids from contractors.

MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
LARRY REILING
MOTION: 
CARRIED

b.) Staff Christmas Performance Incentive – Ashley J. Tullier
MOTION:
To accept and entertain the one week performance incentive in November.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
GERALD LACOUR
MOTION:
CARRIED

TENATIVE DATE FOR THE NEXT

 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING
November 14, 2019 is the tentative date of the Quarterly Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana and December 12, 2019 is the tentative date of the Special Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana for Budget Only.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State 


Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 11:45 pm.
MOTION:
JAKE CAUSEY 
SECOND:
GERALD LACOUR
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Terry Smith, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

