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QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING 

 OF THE 

 STATE PLUMBING BOARD OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA

February 24, 2022
The Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana was called to order by Chairman, Terry Smith, at 10:00 a.m.
The following persons were in attendance:

	BOARD MEMBERS
	ADVISORY BOARD 
	       STAFF
	                        GUESTS

	Terry Smith
	Keith Bienvenu – Zoom
	Ashley J. Tullier
	DJ Berger

	Kelly Craft
	Richard Paulk
	DaKacia York
	Mark Morton

	Rickey Fabra
	Michael Eilers
	Samantha Wunstel
	Julie Richard-Spencer

	Carl Bourgeois
	Jay Huckabee
	Diana Cutrer
	Crystal Carter

	Larry Reiling
	Joseph Maranto
	Kaci Day
	Russel Robillard

	Vincent Giglio
	Aubrey Brand
	Latasha Stills
	Wayne Gray

	Jonathan Causey
	Ellis Bourque
	Blaine Matte
	Sabine Robillard

	John Marcade
	Leon Molinario
	Daniel Franklin
	Mitch LeBas

	Michael Joiner
	Henry Heir – Zoom
	Glen Gremillion
	Wayne Lafleur

	
	
	Jim York
	Jacob Howze

	
	
	John Odum
	Marshall McRaney

	
	
	Nicholas Dykes
	Derrick Foster

	
	
	Stephen Campbell
	Archie Roundtree

	
	
	William Easterling
	Tyler Lane

	
	
	
	Robert Smith III

	
	
	
	Michael Carradine

	
	
	
	Stanley Lemoine

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INVOCATION:  Derrick Foster
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Terry Smith
ROLL CALL: Samantha Wunstel
PRESENTATIONS
Chairman of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana, Mr. Terry Smith, presented Board Members, Mr. Vincent Giglio and Mr. Michael Joiner with awards for their time and effort in facilitating the Shreveport Testing facility. 
SPECIAL BUISNESS

Executive Session – Board Members/Counsel/Executive Director


MOTION:
To end meeting and start Executive Session at 10:05 am.

MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SECOND:
MICHAEL JOINER
MOTION:
CARRIED

MOTION:
To end Executive Session and start the Board Meeting at 10:35 am.

MOTION:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
SEOND:
RICKEY FABRA

MOTION:
CARRIED
APPLICATION APPEALS

a.) Application Appeal – Tyler Lane – Kaci Day
There was no action pending from the Board to be appealed.
MOTION: 
No motion required.
b.) Application Appeal – Archie Roundtree – Kaci Day
There was no action pending from the Board to be appealed.
MOTION: 
No motion required.
ENFORCEMENT

c.) Violation Appeal – Robert Smith III – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Robert Smith was appealing his violation operating a plumbing business without a license and advertising without a license. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to deny the appeal.
MOTION: 
To deny the appeal.


MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO


SECOND:
JOHN MARCADE


MOTION: 
CARRIED
d.) Violation Appeal – Michael Carradine – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Michael Carradine was appealing his violation use of unlicensed personnel. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to reduce the fine to $250.00 and remove the citation from Mr. Carradine’s license. Mr. Carradine mailed in a $500.00 check and the check was processed on November 8, 2021, Mr. Carradine will be issued a refund of $250.00. 
MOTION: 
To reduce fine to $250.00 and remove the citation from Mr. Carradine’s license.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
CARL BOURGEOIS
MOTION:
CARRIED
e.) Violation Appeal – Stanley Lemoine– Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Stanley Lemoine was appealing his violation of advertising without a license. Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio motioned to deny the appeal. 
MOTION: 
To deny the appeal.
MOTION:
VINCENT GIGLIO
SECOND:
MICHAEL JOINER
MOTION:
CARRIED

f.) Violation Appeal – Layne Dupre– Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Layne Dupre was requested to appear before the Board due to failing to respond to the Enforcement Department pertaining to his two outstanding violations, operating a plumbing business without a license. The due dates to respond by were August 28, 2021 and January 14, 2022. Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra motioned to seek an injunction.
MOTION: 
To seek an injunction.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED
g.) Violation Appeal – Jeremy Sanders – Samantha Wunstel
Mr. Jeremy Sanders was requested to appear before the Board due to failure to respond to the Enforcement Department pertaining to his four outstanding violations, operating a plumbing business without a license x2, soliciting plumbing without a license and advertising without a license. The due dates to respond by were June 27, 2021 and February 26, 2022. Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra motioned to fine the full amount and to seek an injunction.
MOTION: 
To fine the full amount and to seek an injunction.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT
MOTION:
CARRIED

COMMITTEE REPORTS

a.) Louisiana Workforce Commission Application Committee – Rickey Fabra
Chairman, Mr. Rickey Fabra, stated the committee was in the process of evaluating the proposed application submitted to Workforce Commission from PHCC but was unable to provide adequate feedback based on the fact that the application was based on an IBC program in high schools that we do not regulate and did not have an accompanying curriculum which is what the Board provides feedback on to communicate with WFC whether a program is teaching industry specific topics. Mrs. Ashley Tullier reached out to Jawanda Givens who originally submitted the application for review with Workforce Commission to understand further what they were requesting the Board to review as we do not approve or disapprove programs but only provide industry specific curriculum requirements. Ms. Givens did not realize there was not a curriculum and would speak to her supervisor. At this time the committee does not think the Board can make a recommendation based on the scope of the Board and what was submitted. Mrs. Tullier stated that the application is back under the purview of Workforce Commission and the Board cannot make any recommendations at this time.
b.) Rule Change Committee – Carl Bourgeois
Chairman, Mr. Carl Bourgeois, stated they are continuing to review the regulatory laws and will be able to provide a progress report at the next Board Meeting.
PREVIOUS MINUTES
MOTION:
To accept the December 16, 2021, minutes as presented. 



MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA


SECOND:
KELLY CRAFT


MOTION: 
CARRIED

FINANCIAL REPORT
a.) Financial Report – Rickey Fabra
MOTION:
To accept the financial report as presented by Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. Rickey Fabra.


MOTION:
KELLY CRAFT


SECOND:
VINCENT GIGLIO


MOTION:
CARRIED
ADVISORY REPORT

On behalf of Chairman, Mr. Keith Bienvenu, Mr. Joseph Maranto gave the following report: General Contractors are calling for inspections before the Master Plumber is ready. The Advisory Board is requesting that the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana Board send letters to municipalities saying that the plumbers are responsible for their own permits. Some smaller municipalities are not accepting the Water Supply Protection Specialist endorsement on the plumbing licenses. The municipalities are looking for a third-party certificate. The Advisory Board would like a letter sent to the municipalities saying they have to honor the Water Supply Protection Specialist endorsement on the State Plumbing Board licenses. Executive Director, Mrs. Ashley Tullier stated that yes, a letter can be sent to the municipalities. Mr. Mitch LeBas informed the Advisory Board that because the Water Supply Protection Specialist endorsement is printed on the plumbing license and the certification may expire before the end of the year, the license shows that the endorsement is good for the whole year.
Board Member, Mr. Vincent Giglio, stated that it has come to his attention that there are municipalities are granting permits for natural gas work to Master Plumbers and Journeyman Plumbers who do not hold the proper Natural Gas License. Mr. Giglio asked if the Board would like to send a letter to all municipalities stating that a Master Natural Gas Fitter is required to pull a permit for Natural Gas work and a plumbing permit should not be issued to someone who holds a Journeyman Plumber license. 

MOTION: 
To have legal send a letter to municipalities regarding request from Advisory Board as well as stating that a master natural gas fitter and master plumbers must pull permits and that a journeyman plumber nor a natural gas fitter are authorized to pull permits and to include that the municipalities honor the Water Supple Protection Specialist endorsement on the plumbing licenses. 
MOTION: 
VINCENT GIGLIO

SECOND: 
JOHN MARCADE

MOTION: 
CARRIED
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ REPORT

                  The enforcement officers each gave their individual report. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S   REPORT
Representative Phillip DeVillier is expected to author a bill to remove Restricted Master Plumbers from the Revised Statues. There are fourteen items that the Board has completed in response to different representatives and senators and are as follows: New Continuing Professional Education program with new code specific topics, multiple ways for licensees to complete CPE Classes including correspondence that can be completed at home, Regulatory law change for jobsite signage that allows for one jobsite sign if they are the sole-employing entity, all Practical Exams have been revised to give more allowances, a testing facility now in Shreveport, LA and currently looking for testing facility in West Louisiana, all Shreveport written exams are computer based and give scores to the applicant once completed, all written and computer based exams will be revised from old code to current codes in April, if an applicant passes one part of their written or computer based exam they can receive a second temporary work permit, Caddo Career & Technology Center in Shreveport started a plumbing curriculum for high school students, The SPBLA signed a Reciprocal Agreement with Texas and will allow those who hold a journeyman license only to receive reciprocal licenses in Louisiana, SPBLA is updating the database to accept online applications and payments, SPBLA  increased the number of Enforcement Officers positions to 12 total positions, formed a Regulatory Rule Change Committee that will over time review and present changes, and the Building Committee is moving forward with a new building to test more examinees. There has been 4 Natural Gas licenses and 18 Journeyman Plumber licenses reciprocated through the Texas Reciprocal Agreement. Texas at the current time has only reciprocated 3 licenses. The office is still on track to have the new database complete for the 2023 renewal season. The staff will be reworking all policies and procedures this summer to have more streamlined procedures. There was a meeting in December with the Enforcement Officers to receive feedback on changes they would like to see pertaining to reporting, policies, and procedures to have a better streamlined process and reporting.
OLD BUSINESS

A.) EXAM REPORTS

1.) JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) December 20, 2021 – Special – Terry Smith/No Issues
b.) January 8, 2022 ​– Jonathan Causey/No Issues
c.) January 15, 2022 – Larry Reiling/No Issues
d.) February 8, 2022 – Special – Kelly Craft/No Issues
e.) February 15, 2022 – Special – Kelly Craft/No Issues
2.)  MASTER PLUMBER EXAMINATIONS
a.) December 20, 2021 – Special – John Marcade/No Issues
b.) January 26, 2022 – Special – John Marcade/No Issues
c.) February 5, 2022 – Jonathan Causey/No Issues
d.) February 19, 2022 – Carl Bourgeois/No Issues
3.) NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATIONS

4.) MASTER NATURAL GAS FITTER EXAMINATION
a.) January 26, 2022 – Special – John Marcade/No Issues
b.) February 12, 2022 – Kelly Craft/No Issues
5.) TRADESMAN EXAMINATION
B.) Train the Trainer Instructor Make-up: Davis Jones (Local 198),       Matthew Angle (Local 247) and Gene Martin (PHCC) – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier requested a Continuing Professional Education make-up for Davis Jones, Matthew Angle and Gene Martin.
MOTION: 
To approve Davis Jones, Matthew Angle and Gene Martin to complete the Make-up.
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA

SECOND: 
MICHAEL JOINER
MOTION: 
CARRIED
NEW BUSINESS
a.) New Fax/Printer Approval – Ashley J. Tullier
Executive Director, Ms. Ashley J. Tullier requested approval to purchase a new fax/printer to replace the old machine as it has stopped working and is too old to replace the parts any longer. Based on rental rates and number of prints printed by our office that Ms. Tullier had the printer company submit a report on, it is cheaper to purchase the machine at $6,891.00 than to rent the machine at roughly $9,000.00 a year.
MOTION: 
To approve the purchase of a new fax/printer machine at $6,891.00.
MOTION: 
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND: 
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION: 
CARRIED
RECUSAL:
VINCENT GIGLIO

DATE FOR THE NEXT BOARD MEETING
May 19, 2022.
Chairman, Mr. Terry Smith, acknowledged that Vice-Chairman, Mr. Kelly Craft, is resigning from the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana. Mr. Smith states that Mr. Craft is the heart and soul of the Board and appreciates everything that Mr. Craft has done.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:
To adjourn the Annual Board Meeting of the State Plumbing Board of Louisiana at 11:50 am.
MOTION:
RICKEY FABRA
SECOND:
JONATHAN CAUSEY
MOTION:
CARRIED







Respectfully Submitted,







____________________________________







Terry Smith, Chairman







____________________________________







Rickey Fabra, Secretary/ Treasurer

